
A forest structural complexity index as shown below was derived from LiDAR point cloud data.  
This is a three-dimensional graph of forest canopy surface area for an old-growth forest (left) and 
a young second-growth forest (right).  The ratio of canopy surface to ground surface area can be 
used to classify forests by structural complexity.  This ratio correlates with the complex 
structural habitat elements of late-successional forests.   
 
 

 


